Manufacturers Advisory Correspondence # 77-8
STATE OF CALIFORNIA EDMUND G. BROWN JR,, Governor

AIR RESOURCES BOARD LABORATORY
9528 TELSTAR AVENUE

EL MONTE 91731

(213) 575.6800

September 2, 1977
TO ALL MOTORCYCLE MANUFACTURERS

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) has received an inquiry from

a motorcycle manufacturer concerning the definition of motorcycle "model”,
as used in Executive Order G-70-4. This Executive Order establishes a
schedule for compliance with CARB's "Specifications for Fill Pipes and
Openings of Motor Vehicle Fuel Tanks" (Title 13, California Administra-
tive Code, Section 2290). For the purposes of meeting the requirements
of this Order, the definition of motorcycle model shall be as found in
SAE Recommended Practice J218, with the following qualifications:

1. Make and body type will not be used if they are inapplicable
to motorcycles of a given manufacturer.

2. Motorcycle line will be used in place of car line.

3. Differences in major engine parameters (number of cylinders,
combustion cycle, displacement, carburetion, etc.) will be
used as major determinants of motorcycle line designations.

The implications of SAE J218 were altered as above in order to reflect
trends we see within the motorcycle industry at present, and to restrict
as little as possible the manufacturer's freedom to designate models.
Should any questions arise concerning our definitions, or if any problems
should occur in applications, please feel free to contact Alex Hall of
our Special Projects Section at (213) 575-6792.

/. e’

G. C. Hass, Chief
Vehicle Emissions Control Division

Over



PASSENGER CAR

IDENTIFICATION TERMINOLOGY —SAE J218 SAE Recommended Practice

Reporr of Vehicle ldenufication Numbers Commitiee aproved Januarv 1971

Scape—This SAE Recommended Practice is intended 1o provide uniform
numenclaiure and definitions for the primary levels of vehicle identification,
with particular application to passenger cars.

While this imtial terminology applies only 10 passenger cars, work is in
progress to develop suppiementary nomenclature and defirfitions pertaining to
truck and<or commercial vehicle terms and terms presently used inter-
changeably in passenger cars, trucks, or commercial vehicle applications,
These supplementary terms will be covered in subsequent revisions to this
recommended practice, MANU?FCTJRER

Definitions PASSENGER CARS | g,

L. Passenger Car—A four-wheeled motor vehicle manufactured pri- 3‘
mariiv for use on the public streets, roads. and highwavs and designed for
carrving 10 passengers or less.

2. Manufacturer-—Any person. firm. or corporation engaged in the pro-
duction or assembly of passenger cars.

3. Make—A disunctive name, applied to a group of vehicles from one
manufacturer. which may be further subdivided. such as: car line, body type,
etc. Examples (see Fig. 1 and 2}

MANUFACTURER: Alpho
MAKE: Able

MAMNUFACTURER: Alpha
MAKE: Chariie
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FIG. 2—"HYPOTHETICAL MANUFACTURE” AND APPLICATION

FIG. 1-SCHEMATIC RELATIONSHIP OF AUTOMOTIVE TERMS OF UNIFORM AUTOMOTIVE TERMINOQLOGY

Model Year—A vear designation used by the macutrnciarer for mar.

+. Car Line—A name denoting a famite of vehacles wichin 3 make which 7.

a5 bodw, chass

has a degsree of corimoaniity in construe:
Ecamgples tsee Fiys, ! and 1
MAMUFACTURER: Algha
MAKE. Abila MA
CAR LMNE: Shopp=r CAR
3. Seres- -A specific level af decor or spitlenoe within 4 cac line, usually
distinguished by some marketing term, and Jdenoting 2 prce class. Examples

rsee Flgs. | and 23

MAMUE SCTURER: Alpha

ERTES

Mg, Aoeer

MAKE: Abia MAXE: 3avar
CAR LINE: Shapger AR LIME: Racer
SERIES: | SERES: 1t

8. Badv Tvpe--The zeneral confguration gr thape of @ vehicle dis-
ungiishied Sy charaererisrics such as number 2 deors, seats. or windaws,
maidine, hiardoon, convertibie, =0 [8ODY STYLE AND 30DY TYPE ARE §YNOGN-

osous. ) Examples {see Figs. | and 23
MAKE: Baker

MAKE. Able
CAR LINE: Sheoper CAR UNE: Racer
3ERIES: ¢ SERIES:

BCCY TYPE: 4-doar Sedon BCOY TYPE. Canvertibla

ketiny vehicles -not necessarily the vear of mans urel. Examoles:
MODEL YEAR: 1970 Able Shepger, 1970 Bacer Rocar
8. Moddl-—The rerm applied to 1 vehicle which inciudes <he make, car
dne. series, bodv pvpe ard model vear. Exaooies:
1971 —aAkbla shopper (Series if, d-door Sedan
19B0-—az1c.
9. Year of Manufacture —The vatendar vear in which a vehicle is manu-
factured.
10. Vehicle Tdendticatina Number (VIN)—"The number assigned] o a
vehicle By the manufacturer primaniy for registeanon and dennficaton
Examples:

purpnses.” 1 For supolementary informadion, see SAE [853.
ABZ2ILCDI 234355 FAATOCA54T Y R
L1. Vehicle [dentficarion Nvember Derivarive (VIN Derivative) — A\ aum-
ber which 15 adapred fram a given VIN, and contaios fewer digis and chas-
acters. [t 5 unique for =acn vehicle and relates o the VIN in a uniform
manner. It mav oe affixed to vehicle compoaents 1o assaciate the component
with the vehicle bearing the original VIN. Examples:
201234548 OC&5432!



