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TO ALL MOTORCYCLE MANUFACTURERS 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) has received an inquiry from 
a motorcycle manufacturer concerning the definition of motorcycle "model", 
as used in Executive Order G-70-4. This Executive Order establishes a 
schedule for compliance with CARB 1s "Specifications for Fill Pipes and 
Opening~ of Motor Vehicle Fuel Tanks" (Title 13, California Administra­
tive Code, Section 2290). For the purposes of meeting the requirements
of this-Order, the definition of motorcycle model shall be as found in 
SAE Recommended Practice J218, with the following qualifications: 

1. Make and body type will not be used if they are inapplicable 
to motorcycles of a given manufacturer. 

2. Motorcycle line will be used in place of car line. 

3. Differences in major engine parameters (number of cylinders, 
combustion cycle, displacement, carburetion, etc.) will be 
used as major determinants of motorcycle line designations. 

The implications of SAE J218 were altered as above in order to .reflect 
trends we see within the motorcycle industry at present, and to restrict 
as little as possible the manufacturer's freedom to designate models. 
Should any questions arise concerning our definitions, or if any problems
should occur in applications, please feel free to contact Alex Hall of 
our Special Projects Section at (213) 575-6792. 

~ - t. ~ 
G. C. Hass, Chief 
Vehicle Emissions Control Division 

Over 



PASSENGER CAR 
IDENTIFICATION TERMINOLOGY-SAE J218 

Repor, c>r \"~h ,ck Idrni,ficuion :\umbas Commm~e apmved Janu,u;• 1971. 

ScojH'--Th1s SAE Recommended Pranict' is ime-nded 10 provide uniform 
numencla1ur<: and definitions for the prim.1r:,· levels of\·ehicle identification, 
v,itb µarticular aµplication 10 passenger cars. 

\\"hilt- t!1i~ innial 1erminolu.1,';· applies on!y co pa,senger cars, work is in 
pn,gress co develop supplementary nomenclamre .mci defin'itions penaining m 
rruck and or commercial vehicle terms and terms presently used inter­
changeably in passenger cars, trucks, or commercial vehicle applications. 
These supplementary terms will be covered in subsequent revisions to this 
recommended practice. 

Definitions 
1. Passenger Car-A four-whee-led motor vehicle manufactured pri­

marih· for use on the public srreets. roads. and highv,,avs and designed for 
carryin? JO passengers or less. 

2. !\.fanufacturer-Any person. firm, or corporation engaged in the pro­
duction M a%embh· of passenger cars. 

3. :\fake -A distinctive name, applied to a group of ve-hicles from o!le 
manufacturer. which may be funher subdivided. such as: car line, body type, 
e1c. Examole<; 1 see Fig. I and 2): 
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FIG. 1-SCHD,iATIC RELATIOS"SHIP OF AFfOMOTIVE TER~fS 

4. Car Line--_-\ ~am.-: Je:1uun13. famil·. •.Jf,,-f'.h.icic~ -.~ichin .l rn.it-:~ ·.~ht,:'.": 
ha.~ :.t de·;r•~t' r}f c-unir;;,,n_tl'.t:' ,n Corbtr>JC.:,,n. s11c:', .1., brn!-: ch~i.-;·,is. t:tc 
E.~.wiµle, see Fi~o. '. and ~• 

MANUFACTURE~. Ale:,"' 
.I/I.AKE . .\bl,-, ·'-'-":O::E, 3ci<!' 
CAR ~INE, 5hof>!l·'" C..\P: c.~,C. ~"""' 

). Serie, - -.-\ mecifi,; ievei Jt° ·:lecDr •Jr m11!t<:-1,:,· ·., id,in :.i. ,:.tr !ine. usu:J.lh 
ri'.'ilirc~1.:isher1 b~· ,;o~e 1narke·in~ term. J.nd ·,Jeno[in~ .1 price da~~- Examples 
, see Fig5. l J.nd ·21· 

MAKE- At::., MAKE. 3c~e, 
CAR ~INE: Shooc.er CAR lll'IE. Roe,., 
SERIE3- I SE.HS ill 

IJ. Bmlv Tvpo: --T~e ~':'ner:tl •:ont'i.'f71r:1·iw1 -:,r ;h~tp.-: Jt .t vehicle di~­
'.lll',£';1<fwr.1 :}y :har.1.cr".n_;ric~ ;uc:1 .is :1u1:11Jer ·Jr· ,i,:or•; ;ectrs. <Jr wind(1'.-:'i. 
:1J\Jdine. l-.;1~rlrna, ,;unvernblt:. ere. : BODY ;n•;j .l.:',D 3l)D'< TY?E -\RE ~Y"\IG'-1-
0.\ll)Vi.; Enmples i'see Ft~,. i and ~'): 

MAl<'.E. Able ,MAl<'.E: Bok"'r 
CAR LINE• Shcoo"r CAR UNE, Racer 
SERIES: I SERIES: ./1 

BCDY TYPE. 4-door Sedan BCOY TfPE, Co~ve,tibl,a 

SAE Recommended Practice 
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FIG. 2-·Hl'POTHETJCAL \f.-\:'\"Lf_.\CTCRE" A~D APl'LICATJO!',; 
OF U:'\IFOR:\f ALTOMOTJ\'E TER:\-fl~OLOGl 

i . .\fodt:! Ye;;ir-.\ vear de,i~·u·.i,m :..1.;c:-! bv che n:H c1.Jt:1,:r1w:·r for nur• 
:Cetin·s ,:ehicl~s, not ne;_r,.,ilrilv die ·•ear ,)t" m.u,~1t:tcu1r-::. Example,;· 

MODEL 'fE..i..i<. 1970 Abl-, Shopp,,;, i 970 Bc<~r R::c~r 
8. .\fodd--- The u:rm .1.p1Jli~d (u 1 ·.-ei1ide wf-.,1ch include:., ~h-: make, •~ar 

"ine ;er:e~. :•J,;dv t\ pe J.r.d n:v,d••i ,,e.1r E..s:.irn~•le~ 
1971--..\l:I.~ ,hopp.,, i'S,,,i,,-. ;1, 4 j,.,,;,c 5.oJ_,,, 
J 980-~!C 

9. Year of \-bnuf:u:ture -- The c;.i.ie:-,d 1r ve;.i.r 1n which c1. vel:ide ls maru.i­
factured 

10. Vehicle Idenciti.catirm :--,'umber (VT:'i)-"The nurnbn ao::,i-;cie'l co ,1 

vehicle ':iv che m,tnufru..turer prinunh· tUr ret;i,.:n.uon .rnd (dr-n;.1f1c.lllr"Jn 
purpn~cs.·' : For >upplemenc:nv ini;Jrni..uion, ,ee SAE .J85J E:<.u:1µk-.:: 

AB2JLCD! 23..156 BA43TOC65JJ:'1 

l I. Ve hide Identif-iu.rioo ~nmlier 0f'ri, ;uiv~ (\.T~ Dtcri1- J.fi\'\:) -_ \ n11r:1-
ber ·.vhich ;s J.dJ.or.ed 1·r,1rn J. '!'Yen VJN..ind ,:ontJ.1r1, :<c•,sf:r die;•.'~ ,,ne'. ,::-1a,~­
:1cters. [t is uniGue for eac~ ,vehicl<" and r~lates rn the V[\i ,tn J. un1frirm 
manner. [t may Cle affixed to vehicle con;non,:nts to J.S,;nc:iJ.tt" ·h~ cumponent 
with cht: vehicle beari115 th;-: 'Jri.g-ina! \."lX Exampl(':; 
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